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https://climate.nasa.gov/climate_resources/24/

Source: Global Climate-change website

*— current level

Ancient air bubbles trapped in ice enable us to step back in time and see what Earth’s atmosphere, and climate,
were like in the distant past. They tell us that levels of carbon dioxide (CO,) in the atmosphere are higher than
they have been at any time in the past 400,000 years. During ice ages, CO, levels were around 200 parts per
million (ppm), and during the warmer interglacial periods, they hovered around 280 ppm (see fluctuations in
the graph). In 2013, CO, levels surpassed 400 ppm for the first time in recorded history. This recent relentless
rise in CO, shows a remarkably constant relationship with fossil-fuel burning, and can be well accounted for
based on the simple premise that about 60 percent of fossil-fuel emissions stay in the air.
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https://climate.nasa.gov/climate_resources/24/
http://climate.nasa.gov/news/916
http://scrippsco2.ucsd.edu/history_legacy/keeling_curve_lessons
http://scrippsco2.ucsd.edu/history_legacy/keeling_curve_lessons

